
1

Yama Bobb, Edwin Trejo, Itzel Ortiz

Professor Sabnam Ghosh

English 1102: Composition Ⅱ

17 March 2022

Word Count: 2938

Evaluating immigration policy changes after 9/11

Immigration laws and policies change constantly, but since 9/11, these laws have been

modified in specific ways to keep certain people out. The terrorist attacks of September 11th

exposed serious weaknesses in the United States' immigration and visa systems. Since this event

happened when the U.S was in negotiation with Mexico about bilateral migration, the agreement

collapsed almost immediately. Bilateral migration agreements are frameworks for collaboration

between origin and destination countries to ensure that host countries will protect migrants from

unethical employers, provide them with public services, and make it easier for remittance to be

returned. Policies like this have strengthened, making life more safe and comfortable for

immigrant families. This study aims to analyze how U.S Immigration laws have developed since

9/11 and how their development further impacts families crossing the American-Mexican border.

The immigration policy change is best expressed through the Netflix series, “Immigration

Nation”, where it shows the firsthand experience of not only the immigrants but also employees

of ICE. Reviewing each episode brought insight into the new revisions to the immigration laws

through two opposite sides. From the side of the immigrant families who have struggled with
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former President Trump’s policy to remove all immigration violators, to the side of ICE that was

now containing a higher influx of people than ever imagined.

Annotation Area 1: Immigration policy changes during the Bush era

“The History of ICE.” YouTube, uploaded by wwwICEgov, 11 September 2020,

youtu.be/0SvdsvsthXU

ICE was founded in March of 2003 as part of the agencies created by the Homeland Security Act

signed by President Bush. The Homeland Security Act was a series of national security measures

put in place after the devastating attack on the twin towers on September 11th. Security became

the highest priority for the U.S government, disregarding the negative impacts it would have on

immigrants. On its 19th anniversary, ICE released a video of its history. The video discusses

immigration history before the 9/11 era with a very specific tone. It was an immigration period

where  “Across the ocean, a mix of war, religious and political oppression, collapsing economies

and famine fueled a wave of people coming to America in search of the economic and

educational opportunities that later formed the core of the American Dream”. From ICE’s point

of view, this was a period where immigration was welcomed and even praised as it set the

principles of  the American dream. Today, observe how the immigration fluctuation seems to

have similar push factors. Immigrants from South and Central America and the Middle East are

fleeing because of “war, religious and political oppression, collapsing economies and famine”.

Why were immigrants from the past welcomed and praised by textbooks yet when a similar

situation arises, Americans treat them like criminals? By analyzing the government's propaganda

https://youtu.be/0SvdsvsthXU
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of what they thought was necessary, people can see how, why and where the current hostility

around immigrants originated from.

Annotation Area 2: Immigration policy changes during the Obama era

Christopher Heath Wellman, and Phillip Cole. “In Defense of the Right to Exclude.” Debating

the Ethics of Immigration : Is There a Right to Exclude? Oxford University Press, 2011.

EBSCOhost,

search-ebscohost-com.proxygsu-scob.galileo.usg.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&

AN=409657&site=ehost-live&scope=site.

Philip Cole is a professor in the Department of Biological Chemistry and Molecular

Pharmacology at Harvard Medical School, and Christopher Heath Wellman is an American

philosopher. The book "Debating the Ethics of Immigration: Is There a Right to Exclude?" was

co-authored by these academics and published by Oxford University. This was released in 2011,

during the Obama administration's efforts to pass comprehensive immigration reform. Philip

Cole addresses the idea that citizens' moral equality involves the opening of the national border.

"Equal respect implies equal access, both to territory and membership," he writes, "and that the

idea of open borders is less radical than it seems when we consider how many territorial and

community boundaries are open in this way." They explain how, when it comes to handling

immigrants, ethics should be a top priority. This book was beneficial because it gave me a better

understanding of immigration ethics. The book provided numerous examples and explained how

immigration could be moral, making it an excellent resource for our final presentation. Because

of the authors' directness, I chose this book above others. They didn't have any subliminal
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messages; all they had were their honest opinions and facts. These types of books are easy to

connect with and include distinct quotes that can be used in a presentation.

Annotation Area 3: Immigration policy changes during the Trump era

"ICE Arrested Her Husband During His Immigration Interview." YouTube, uploaded by New

York Civil Liberties Union, 19 July 2018, youtu.be/V1PjT2GllTA

The New York Civil Liberties Union is a leading advocate for civil liberties and civil rights in the

United States. The NYCLU engages in legal, legislative, lobbying, educational, and community

organizing work. On July 19, 2018, this video was uploaded to YouTube. This film is an

interview with the wife of an immigrant who was deported without due process. This interview

gave viewers a firsthand account of a happy immigrant family being torn apart by the

government. It emphasized ICE's secrecy and deception in detaining her husband. This

conversation sheds light on how immigrant families cope with unexpected separations. It also

discussed the effects of mental illness and challenges that arise as a result of the separation.

Because this is a genuine family experience, it differs from more article-based resources. Only a

person's life can provide this feeling and evidence, which cannot be found in a textbook. Because

the NYCLU struggled for the family's justice and her mental troubles, I chose this video over

others.

Perez, Claudio J. “How U.S Policy Has Failed Immigrant Children: Family Separation in the

Obama and Trump Era.” Family Law Quarterly, vol. 54, no.1, 2020, pp. 37-66.

https://youtu.be/V1PjT2GllTA


5

https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,shib&db=lgs&AN=1

50565612&site=eds-live&scope=site&custid=ken1. Accessed 17, February 2022.

Claudio J Perez received his M.A in Theological Studies from the University of Notre Dame,

became a public defender in Indianapolis, Indiana, and received his J.D from Indiana University.

Formerly a case manager with the Indiana Department of Child Services and Adult Protective

Services. Claudio published his 2020 article at such a pivotal time for the immigration

community in the U.S. He describes major differences and similarities in U.S immigration

policies during two time periods; the Obama era and the Trump era. Both administrations did the

following; separated families for longer periods counteracting the Flores Settlement Agreement,

deported thousands of illegal immigrants under the Secure Committee program, and lacked an

adequate tracking system or housing space for unauthorized aliens. The FSA prohibited the

separation of families. Hostility increases under the Trump administration. Any illegal alien

crossing the U.S-Mexican border was now getting prosecuted with criminal charges, forcing the

separation of a child with his/her parents. The Trump administration was unable to handle the

increase in workload and lacked technological resources, causing disorganization and prolonging

the reunification of families.

The Trump administration escalated the situation, but they aren’t solely responsible. Prior

immigration legislation has been placed that allowed the Trump administration to implement his

zero-tolerance policy. The legislation also avoids being persecuted for excessive use of power.

Thus, research is needed to identify older laws to discover how they ultimately set up a

problematic foundation of immigration policies. It is also important to mention how most

ongoing debate on immigration policies comes down to a singular question. Are immigrants

protected under our constitution? The constitution has gray areas as to what our founding fathers

https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,shib&db=lgs&AN=150565612&site=eds-live&scope=site&custid=ken1
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,shib&db=lgs&AN=150565612&site=eds-live&scope=site&custid=ken1
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considered as people. So, does the constitution protect only its citizens, or does it protect

everyone who steps into the U.S? Exploring how this question has been perceived can also be a

determinant in why immigration policies have changed.

“The Right Way.” Immigration Nation, season 1, episode 1, Aug.2020. Netflix,

www.netflix.com/search?q=immigration&jbv=80994107

Christina Clusiau and Shaul Schwarz, the directors of "Immigration Nation," are both

award-winning filmmakers. They both are documentary filmmakers with journalistic

perspectives. On August 3, 2020, the show premiered on Netflix. When I first watched episode

one, I was able to hear both sides of the issue and create my perspective. The first episode

discussed how, since Trump's election, the floodgates had opened, and the world changed

dramatically, with thousands of arrests occurring every day. All of this was made possible by

Trump's executive order, which significantly increased the size of ICE and its resources. The

purpose of this broadcast was to show viewers how the Trump administration's zero-tolerance

policy was separating families and the impact on the parents and ICE officers. Because of how

they emphasized policy changes since the Obama administration, this episode applied to our

topic. This source was included because of the way it explained the perspective of ICE officers.

Typically, we only hear about immigrants and their families, as well as their experiences with

border patrol, but we rarely hear from the officers themselves.

“The Right Way.” Immigration Nation, season 1, episode 5, Aug.2020. Netflix,

www.netflix.com/search?q=immigration&jbv=80994107

In this documentary, there is a team of cameras who record, interview, and follow the typical

lives of asylum-seeking immigrants and ICE officials. This series was published in August of

http://www.netflix.com/search?q=immigration&jbv=80994107
http://www.netflix.com/search?q=immigration&jbv=80994107
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2020 thereby focusing on the Trump’s administration handling of the immigration surges. This

episode explores the challenges of a flawed migration system when refugees try to enter the U.S

legally or “The Right Way”. They demonstrate real emotional case scenarios like a grandmother

who applied for asylum and instead was kept in detention for almost a year. Immigrants and

professionals who were interviewed, claim that not knowing when they'll be released is the worst

feeling. This documentary associates the length of the detainment (deterrence factor) with

Trump's new immigration policies.

In 2017 president Trump signed an executive order that eliminated family unification; a process

where if an immigrant family member legally entered into the U.S, he/she could claim and bring

their immediate family members to the U.S as well. However, a judge blocked this order so

instead, Trump introduced the “Migrant Protection Protocol”. A program where immigrants

seeking asylum would have to physically wait in Mexico and would be placed on a waitlist until

they were called upon. However, this system was flawed as the responsibility of creating a

waitlist was up to shelters, set in Mexico. Most of the time, these centers were not prepared for

housing and feeding almost 60,000 immigrants each day.

This documentary helps visualize and understand the struggles of an immigrant when seeking

asylum the correct way. In previous research, it is claimed that each administration has

influenced the course of migration based on their political philosophies. But in this particular

documentary, we realize that administrations have the power to deter migrations by whatever

means necessary, even if it means rejecting the hundred thousands of immigrants who try to enter

the U.S legally and seek refuge.
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Watson, T. and Neely, E. Immigrant deportations during the Trump administration. Econofact.

25 March 2021,

https://econofact.org/immigrant-deportations-during-the-trump-administration. Accessed

17 March 2022

Tara Watson is an economist who specializes in urban economics and is the author of this article.

This article discusses family separation and how the Trump administration handled it. It also

covers the immigration system and what was accomplished under Trump's presidency. Many

families were split and separated due to Trump deporting their parents, causing the kids to be left

with no parents. The title itself was what caught my attention the most because it was labeled as

“slow death” meaning they were slowly losing motivation to live. Kids were being treated poorly

in the cages that they were placed in while getting separated from their parents. Without a family

member, it feels like the whole family is torn apart. When a parent such as your mom or dad is

missing the whole family then is affected because parents are the building blocks of the family.

Innocent kids at ages 4,10 and 12 were separated from siblings, parents, and their hometown.

None of these kids had a peace within them that would help them want to keep going on with

life. They felt as if it was a never-ending battle. They were using violence on these innocent

children that had no clue as to what was going on.

https://econofact.org/immigrant-deportations-during-the-trump-administration


9

The research has recognized noticeable changes since the 9/11 attacks occurred, an event that has

ultimately impacted immigrant families in various ways. The changes in policies have been

categorized into 3 distinct eras, each representing a President’s administration:  The Bush,

Obama, and the Trump era. Because each president is given executive power to influence the

direction of immigration, then noticeable changes would be identified as such. The controversial

topic being addressed in the paper is how and exactly what these changes were across the 3

identified eras and how ethics and compassion towards immigrants have been disregarded

through proven first-hand accounts.

The research plans to shed light into the fact that certain political parties come into power by

feeding off the irrational fear of the voters. Administrations use immigrants as scapegoats for the

problems already brewing within the country. Furthermore, if it is known that immigration

policies differ in each presidential administration, then that demonstrates how there is a lack of

sensitive and contextualized legislation for immigrants. The cycle of suffering continues, but

with the research being conducted, there is a possibility to inform the public of this endless cycle,

hoping they urge their legislators into creating ethical immigration policies. The investigation

being conducted is driven by the three authors of this paper, as they have all first-handedly

experienced the mood change in the immigration community when new administrations take

office.
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